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Ma Bohn D. Allen, Chief of General Surgery_;f?_.jf"f
~oat ihe 106th and the unit's burn specialist, checks
~a burn case ready for final convalescence in the.

Severe burn cases dre quded qboard o 587111 Medlcal Def hehcop’rer
‘ambulance for the 12-minute nde from Yokohama to Yokota on their
'_way to Brooke Army Hosplml in: Texas und further 1rea1menf of fhenr

|n|ur|es. : | ‘Q,Stutes af’rer being in the 1061]1 burn ward for
HE 18 YEAR-OLD Spec 4 had ]ust fmlshed_'_ | 31 days. - - -
- B Junch in'his mess hall at Bear Cat near. - 3
Long Binh when an emersion: heater ex;ﬁloded o i T - S -
Ut ‘SLaldmg water aid: burping oll satusated My un. Duclcr'Allcn 4aid the drug was 1squed to Wor}d time' 1o g,we the patients be{ter care and since: dress,mgq "cent resultc‘_d fmm enemy achon and 40 pcrccnt fram.
| };nm and‘behgan eating into his back and right mrm. War I German soldiers in their medical kits, but alte aven’t required the patient is.more comfortable, accidents. -
.P;e]\’\’i‘iclu‘;;‘i ::maﬂ? Edltby.t c\;acuatmrll hoipltl?lifm'  the war it didn’t seem 1‘01‘y effectwe and was agam_; - Allen described the bura ire aiment in’ Japan a“d;'. Allen credits T amd eva cuatmn as the key to their
-‘li‘l {hg tl‘gatment of eees a;) o1:.8 dnodemn Jee “q“°-‘ - forgotten. . that at' Brooke _Arm}, Hospltal as all part of the  guccess insaving lives. ““We got in eight patients yester-
“Larty S. Duan, fmin‘;r;e ngnlrils C ﬂih Tnt. D “Then in 1960 the Smg(,on Gcneral’s re search umt. 5311‘1‘9 program. . - day. most of thei, [rom Vietnam,; and the average
d{)(:sn 3 ‘remember much gtho c; tol.; . fnt 1}:;, wag looking for a drug to treat large open wounds_ Our main purpose h‘f"e is 1o siabxlue the 59"‘0”3_ lapse from the time they were burned until they were
pal)r'! or of his six-hour etofh !tsefrclll':v 0? rs ot e;“ e such as burns. The properties of sulfamylon were ve. . Cases so they can stand the I15-hour [light back 0. here in bed was 18 hours. This greatly reduces the
_ Mo, 12-minate trip ]by h%a llmopter ;; gﬁ;’:ncne ?g::: m# viewed, tested on animals and then seift to the Surglcal-_ ‘the l.,]:.ll‘n center “at Brooke for even move mtenswe . (-lmnce of - anhy . wmnhcahouf; setting - in,’”" he said.
":planealde at Yokota AB to the Armys 10 Gth Gf,nelal ' '#'F ‘Research Unit ‘of Brooke Armv Hospltal at I‘t Sany- calrgimql;e fi,lml'calts o made neanlvleverv week thh'  The kingpin in this evacuation of severe’ burn
IIospltal i Yokohama. ' : : Houston, Te‘c., _Allen said.. ' ' 'doctoré andg corpsmen from B:ooke and lhe 106th .-cases to and from ]apan is”the Plans and Operations
“But -he does know -that '1fte1‘ onlv one momh the . “Smce 1964, the burn center has been usmg sulfanw . alternating. as atltc:n dants - Division at U.S, M(-dlcal Command, Japan headqualu_‘
. " ely. Tt was just ‘a case of the medical -’ ‘ : - ters al Camp édmd n :
second degree burns that covered 25 percent of his lon exclusively. ““When our men go, they have a three dav La rover - -
body are hezicd and. he will soon be m the States profession knowing about the drug all the time, bul nol to work at the bmr?(;eute:' and study any new Btc.ch- - With the- master control 0{‘ a 1'ad10 net redchmg
for final convalescence, , ‘ “knowing what it was good fm' " Allen” continued. niﬁucé before returning’ heve. This is a" continually its -air evacuation branch al lclchlltchd AI'B, helicop- .
" _Dunn's is by no means a apecxal case nor is it the" \ Sulfamylon still hasn’t been approved . by the I' oad 1mprov1ng and expanding field,” he said. o ter ‘ambulances ol the 587lh Medical . Det, and the.
most serious. It is typical of the scores of burn easual- and Drug Admmlmatlon for general fl&e ll‘l burn treat-  'Not all the cases are sent to Brooke for further bjm‘:; um}l as woell  as Iall olhve ‘hmpxtals {undor the:
. ties (reated by the 106th’s new unit every day wlth th_a_ ment, but as an extension of the research “9'1‘ atr treatment. Allen said about half the 648 men admitted (‘ommanc‘ the office gets advance m’hc? 0 mcomm.,g,
new use of an old drug. ' : Brooke, the 10fith is permitted to use it. since the unit opened ‘20 months ago have been re- cases, alerts the 106tk and has a chopper at planeside.
In J anuary 1966 the. hospltals burn: trealment ward' “As far as I'm concerned, it’s the only way 10 . turned to active duty from the 106th, | The - medical command  also was instrumental in-
was set up lo give specialized, intensive care to severe treat burns,” said  Allen,  The 32-ycar-old general Allen described the vesults of modorn (reatment — Setling up the special weekly Military Airlift Command
burn cases (those over 95 percent. or move of the surgeon said. he expccts final approval to be g,m-u as fantastic. “Thirly years ago a second degree burn = 'burn flight” from . Yokola AB f{o Kelly AFB, Texus
“bady) of all services and dependents in the Far East. . later this year, over 30 percent of the body was considered almost last July. A wmedical command vepresentative said
Last June the unit started using .sulfamylon as the Allen said the new method has several advantages a certain fatality, but now we're healig men with they_ now aver dg? geiting burn cases _fro_m hgd to bed
prlmary treaiment. _ over the older silver nitrate treatment. Some of these . burns over 70 to 80 percent of their hodies,” he “said, h—-— from Yokohama to the Brooke burn center in i6
' ' - are the ease with which it can be applied, the limited As the only unit this side of Calitornia set up ours
According to Ma Bohn D. Allen, ch geney R SN . PR L y ut noEE vel L
 surgery anﬁ head jof burn treatment l;f ?{l e e;:]iizl _- ‘number of applications nceded and the ease it gives  specifically for the treatment of buvns, the 106th gets I*wn though the tv,u lmsmtais are separated by
sulfamylon is far from being a new drug : ’ N the patient, cases from all services throughout the Far Fast and  thousands of miles, Maj. Allen said they consider it
.“It : first ' tod i o ' “Silver nitrate had to be soaked into bulkv handages  they recently treated a dependent wife who was severe- one long period of hospitalization for patients who
but it “;lqls ,t]”' _ comp;)fum-e'( in the 1330s in Englgn@, that weve changed every four hours,” said Allen, “But  ly. burned in a hotel fire on Okinawa. start at the 106th's 60-bed ward and ave later scat to
i was (h(.n }gl?f‘:l ?f(f‘u?e’,m flg'h.tmg the bacteria sulfamylon is spread on like a salve and has lo be Casualties come from a varviety of causes. Allen  Brooke for further treatment and skin grafts.
eing tested against,” be said, changed only twice a day.” ~ proke it down into two categories — of the minor buras “I’s all part of our efforts to heal these men who
He continued to say that by taking Jess time in he said 70 perceni arve caused by accident, 80 percent  have gone thvough the greatest trauma thae body ca
changing applications, the corpsmen now have move by enemy action; In {he major burns he said 60 per-  be subjecled to,” soid Allen,
]
R
Sgt. 1.L. Normon Klisavage, ward master in  easier on hoth patient and medic than the ¥
the 106th General Hospital burn ward, applles older method of applying bulky bandages
sulfamylon to a potient. The ocintment is much  soaked in silver nitrate.
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